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What is prayer anyway?  Does praying to God actually do 
anything?  Isn’t it just a formality?  Should we pray in private?  Do 
we have to pray out loud?  Are we commanded to pray at all?  Is it 
selfish to ask others to pray for concerns we have?  Should we really 
follow through when we say, “I will pray for you.”?  What does  
“pray without ceasing” really mean? 

 

I think all of these questions will be answered in the weeks to 
follow, if you are listening.  God says in 1 Thessalonians 5:17 to 
“pray without ceasing.”  That sounds like hard work.  It is!  Yet, once 
you get started it is hard to stop!  I have heard more than once that 
people are uncomfortable with prayer.  People say they don’t know 
how to do it.  People say they are unwilling to do it in a group.  
Please let me remind you that these feelings are normal and not out of 
the ordinary.  Don’t you remember when you started to ride a bike?  
Most of us did not get up and do it alone the first time.  We had one 
of our parents holding on tight, but at some point, we built confidence 
enough to do it on our own.  As my girls say, “I want to do it all by 
myself!” 

 

With this in mind, we will encourage you to take part in the 40-
Days of Prayer, from March 22 through April 30.  Meditating on 
Scripture and praying with a unified voice will strengthen us as a 
Body.  At the end of the 40 days, we will celebrate with a 24-hour 
Prayer Fest from 7 p.m. on April 29th to 7 p.m. on April 30th. We 
would like to ask each member to sign up for a time to come to the 
church (or if that’s not possible, at home) in order to pray for an 
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Prayer Fest 
 

Our Building in Faith campaign 
is about much more than 

simply raising dollars 
to expand our church. 

It’s also about 
“raising faith” 

to expand our understanding 
of God, our own spirituality 

and our congregation. 
 

Please join us for Prayer Fest 
 

7 p.m. April 29 
through 

7 p.m. April 30 
 

Please sign up to pray for an 
hour during that period. 

 
But join us during the 

other 23 hours as well for 
lots of festivities and fun! 

 



 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                      
 

Weekly   Monthly   Annually   3-year total  
 $      1,000   $       4,333   $        52,000   $       156,000  
 $         500   $       2,167   $        26,000   $         78,000  
 $         200   $          867   $        10,400   $         31,200  
 $         100   $          433   $          5,200   $         15,600  
 $           50   $          217   $          2,600   $           7,800  
 $           30   $          130   $          1,560   $           4,680  
 $           25   $          108   $          1,300   $           3,900  
 $           20   $            87   $          1,040   $           3,120  
 $           10   $            43   $             520   $           1,560  

What is our goal? 
Our project is estimated to cost $1.1 million to $1.2 million, which includes $250,000 for 

the refurbishment of the exterior of our church. We have already committed $300,000 from 
wills and bequests, which means we will complete the exterior repair work. 

But to expand, we need to raise more. Here are our goals: 
Victory Goal: $400,000 

Challenge Goal: $600,000 
Miracle Goal: $900,000 

 

What is my part? 
No effort will be made to tell any person what he or she should commit. There are, however, 
some guidelines you might use to determine your part: 

• Have I asked God to direct my decision? 
• Does this amount accurately reflect who I am and what my resources are? 
• Is this amount truly sacrificial? 
• What will I sacrifice to give at this level? 

Consider taking these steps to achieve “lifestyle stewardship.” 
• Reassess your lifestyle: Do an honest appraisal of how very wealthy you are. 
• Reorder priorities: Evaluate your values, recognizing that how we spend our 

money is a very accurate gauge of what is important to us. 
• Reallocate resources: Make a voluntary and conscious decision to spend less 

on things in this world in order to give more to the eternal Kingdom of God. 
Please consider your gift as a 3-year commitment. See below how your dollars can add up: 

You will be asked to 
make a financial 
commitment on 
Sunday, May 1. If you 
cannot make it to 
church that day, please 
turn in a commitment 
card in advance. 

Meditation on prayer…CONTINUED FROM THE FRONT 
hour. The rest of the 23 hours will be spent getting to know your family in Christ in creative ways.  Come 
and be a part of the festivities.  It will be an exciting time to grow in love and faith.   

As the Building in Faith Campaign gets moving along, we will be talking more of our need to pray.  We 
don’t just want to pray for God’s guidance for finances in order to do His will here, but also to pray for each 
other.  Let’s not forget that the most important thing is the Church – which is really the people, the 
congregation.  Without the Church, the building would mean nothing.  Please ask God to give you the heart 
to pray – or to learn to pray, maybe for the first time.  Open your eyes to God’s work in this Body.  Just like 
riding a bike, you may not want to stop the adventure of knitting our hearts together through prayer.  The 
Prayer Team for the Building in Faith Campaign will provide you with the guidance and cheerleading you 
need to know how to pray.  We are excited and hope that you too, will catch the enthusiasm of growing this 
Church closer together in unity through our love for one another and for the God we serve. 

Tenderly, Debra Radke, Spiritual Awareness Director 



Dear Garfield Park UCC Church family, 
 

We need to focus on what we believe is God’s will for us as an inner city church 
located on the near south side of Indy. Many of us feel that God’s vision is for us to 
reach out to the neighborhood around us and to young families. To fulfill the mission of 
seeking and saving the lost and bring new families into the body of Christ, we need 
additional space to accommodate them, especially in the education wing where current 
space is insufficient. We also need to have the nursery within the main building.  

 

An alternate plan (from the original presented at the Annual Meeting in 2004) 
proposes to renovate the existing education wing (instead of demolition) by removing 
several interior walls resulting in larger rooms to accommodate a nursery (with 
restroom), music room and library. A new pitched roof will be built over the current flat 
roof which will require less maintenance. 

 

The proposed building addition will consist of five new class rooms (twice the size of 
current Sunday School rooms); larger updated handicapped-accessible restrooms; an 
additional hallway to ease congestion; and a main entry and Narthex. The new 
construction will provide an alternate way from the back of the Sanctuary to the Christian 
Education Wing and an additional small restroom near the back of the Sanctuary. 

 

The building addition and renovation will provide the much needed space, ease the 
congestion and provide easier access for all. It will certainly be more inviting for our 
seniors, handicapped members and visitors looking for a church home. 

In his name, Terry Miller 
Building Committee Chairman 

 

Testimonial of support 
I started in this church in 1940; I was 5 years old and confirmed at the 

age of 12. I know there were many times when Rev. Schultz despaired I 
would never quit asking “why,” but we both survived, much to his surprise. 
I learned a lot about Jesus in Sunday School and I have always believed in 
him. It has brought me through some tough times. 

I was married in this church on June 24, 1956 to the most wonderful 
man a woman could ask for. My husband, Don, served in the Air Force for 
25 years and when my children were born I brought them home to be 
baptized. 

When Don retired, we settled in Mooresville. On our 20th anniversary, 
Don asked Rev. Schultz if he would baptize him and reaffirm our vow 
of marriage. After my mother’s death, I returned to Garfield Park 
UCC after trying other churches in my area. They didn’t feel like 
home. 

When I returned, I found what I had been looking for. This 
church is my home in my heart. 

I would like to see our church grow and to see more children in 
our congregation, for only in educating our children in Jesus way 
are we going to eradicate the violence on our streets. They will 
learn to love through him, not hate. 

Sincerely, Shirley J Pyle 
Young at Heart president 
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Upcoming events 
 

Ongoing: 40 days of prayer.  
 

April 29-30: 24-Hour Prayer Fest.  
 

May 1: Commitment Sunday. This is the day that members and 
friends turn in cards declaring their sacrificial gifts. 
 

May 15: Celebration Sunday. A combined service and 
celebration where we will announce our preliminary fund-
raising total.  
 

What God taught us about stewardship 
Old and young, rich and poor, must all be involved in this matter of 

Christian stewardship. Our Lord commended the widow’s mite to teach 
us that no one could be too poor to give, but He also received the wealth 
of Barnabas to demonstrate that no one could be too rich to sacrifice for 
God. 

The principle of personal responsibility goes even deeper. God 
always associates the gift with the giver; giving is essentially personal. 
Money has no value whatsoever, unless it is the expression of life, labor 
and love. Furthermore, God has no favorites in His purpose of blessing, 
and since He wants to bless everyone He expects everyone to give. 

This is why the Lord Jesus said: 
“It is more blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35) 


